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Congenital Syphilis: Case Report

Dong—Su Jeon, MD, Jun—Ho Park, MD, Hyun Chul Bang, MD, Hyung Do Park, MD,
Chae Hyeong Lee, MD, Hyun Soo Park, MD, Sang Ho Yoon, MD,
Ju—Won Roh, MD, Eung Gi Min, MD

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Dongguk University lisan Hospital, Goyang, Korea

Syphilis is a sexually transmitted disease caused by the spirochetal bacterium Treponema pallidum. The route of
transmission of syphilis is almost always through sexual contact although there are examples of congenital syphilis via
transmission from mother to child in utero or at birth. Recently, because of development of prenatal serum tests and
treatment, the incidence of congenital syphilis has been greatly reduced. A primigravida pregnant at 28 weeks 6 days
visited our hospital. She was referred for hypertension, proteinuria, placental hypertrophy, loss of umbilical artery end
diastolic flow and fetal echogenic bowel. The serum rapid plasma reagin (RPR) and 7. pallidum particle agglutination
(TPPA) was positive on admission. As fetal distress was suspected on the second hospital day, the baby was delivered.
The neonate was proven to have congenital syphilis. As we experienced a case of congenital syphilis with preeclampsia,

we present the case with a brief review of literature.
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Fig. 1. Transabdominal ultrasonography showing pla—
centomegaly (5.77 cm thickness).
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Fig. 2. Transabdominal ultrasonography showing loss of
umbilical artery end diastolic flow.
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Fig. 3. Ultrasonography show fetal echogenic bowel
(white arrow).
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Fig. 4. Microscopic findings showing perivascular and
subendothelial fibrosis results in partial (white arrow)
and complete (black arrow) vascular obliteration in a
stem villus (H&E stain, x200)
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